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During the Second World War, the R A.F. developed an educa-
tion scheme similar to that of the Army, and later, in order to
prepare personnel for demobilisation, a compulsory scheme known
as E.V.T. (Educational and Vocational Training) was organised
The National Service man presents a special problem for the R.A F.
Many trades require more than a year's apprenticeship, so that the
National Service man must be allocated to those which require only
a short period of training. For boys who intend to make the R.A.F
their career, a scheme for training aircraft-apprentices exists. The
course extends over three years and boys are selected by a com-
petitive examination. A third of the time is given to mathematics,
physics, mechanics, theory of flight and of structures, mechanical
drawing, and the principles of the internal-combustion engine. The
remainder is employed in physical training and games, English,
history, and geography and current affairs. The largest aircraft-
apprentice training-centre is the School of Technical Training,
Halton, Bucks. The school not only provides apprentices with a
wide general and technical education, but a scheme exists by which
some students at the end of a three-year course are given a full
university course in engineering to qualify them for commissions in
the technical branch. Others may be selected for training as cadets
for the flying branch, and one of the main features at the R.A.F.
College, Cranwell, is the training of cadets. The R.A.F. is justly
proud of its training scheme and a great deal of thought and experi-
ment went into the making of it. Boys who intend to take up
clerical and administrative work, and those with more modest
attainments, are provided with other courses of training.
The General Education Scheme of the R.A.F. mainly provides
for part-time education for officers and men and women in the
Service, and the kind of training offered is similar to that of the
Army. Each R.A.F. station has its complement of education
officers based upon the numbers on the station. They undertake
both teaching and administrative duties, but the latter take so much
of their time that assistance is obtained from part-time teachers, who
may be civilians or members of the Service. Arrangements are
made for R.A.F. personnel to use civilian educational facilities in
technical schools and evening institutes and help is also given by
lecturers from the extra-mural departments of the universities.
Before 1st October 1946 the education service of the R.A.F.
consisted of civilian graduates, many of whom had been teachers in
secondary schools, who were given the status of officers and allowed